
Orcas Power & Light Cooperative 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

President Vince Dauciunas called the meeting to order at 8:18 a.m. in the Lopez Firehall meeting room. 

Board members present were Brian Silverstein, Peter Garlock, Mark Madsen and Jeff Struthers. Rick 

Christmas and Jerry Whitfield attended via Zoom. Staff present were General Manager Foster Hildreth, 

Manager of Engineering and Operations Russell Guerry, Manager of Finance and Member Services Nancy 

Loomis, Attorney Joel Paisner, Public Relations Administrator Suzanne Olson and Executive Assistant Kelly 

Koral (serving as recording secretary). Consultant Jay Kimball was in attendance. 

Member/Guests 

Dwight Lewis 

Sandy Bishop 

Diana Hancock (member and Counsel to Dwight Lewis) 

John Oakley 

Scott Meyers 

Bob Porter 

Steve Ludwig 

Alan McKee 

Sandra McKee 

Richard Strachan 

3 unidentified members 

President Vince Dauciunas stated the Executive Session would begin after the members/guests had the 

opportunity to address the Board during Member Comment Period. 

Comments were made by the members addressing the disqualification of Dwight Lewis as a potential 

candidate by petition for the Board position. OPALCO corporate counsel presented his rationale for 

disqualification of Lewis as a Board candidate. Comment session of the meeting was closed at 8:45 a.m. 

The Board went in to Executive Session at 8:50 a.m. to discuss the disqualification of Dwight Lewis in more 

detail. Concluded at 10:30 a.m. 

ELECTION 

Dauciunas addressed the members and guests. The Board reviewed and held discussion regarding Board 

qualifications section of the bylaws, Member Service Policy 9 - Fair Treatment by OPALCO. Three 

incumbent candidates recused themselves from voting. The Board agreed to support counsels decision 

to disqualify Dwight Lewis as a candidate in the upcoming election. 

Joel Paisner discussed transparency of the issue and requested that Dwight lewis sign a release to allow 

OPALCO to provide the materials reviewed by counsel to the public. Diana Hancock asked Joel Paisner to 

please send his request to her in writing. 

Regular session reconvened at 10:40 a.m. 

Madsen put forth the following motion: 

The Elections and Governance Committee (EGC} to be tasked to review bylaw and policy to ensure 

consistency in OPALCO's election process for Directors. To take public input as part of the process 

and to bring recommendation to the Board for any modifications to the bylaws or policies. 

Motion was seconded. Carried by voice vote. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

• Motion was made and seconded to approve Consent Agenda, including January 17, 2019 minutes,

new members as listed with the Board materials, capital credit payments totaling $41,662.23 and

RUS 219s totaling $2,104,956.63. Motion carried by voice vote.








