
Dear Foster Hi ldreth:  

 

My name is Anthony Kaskurs,  a 17-year-old high school student  that  recent ly 

had the priv i lege of  at tending the Idaho Consumer-Ow ned Ut i li t ies Associat ion 

Youth Rally about  a w eek ago.  In order to at tend I had to w ri te a short  essay 

and appear in f ront  of  an interv iew  board f rom OPALCO.  I w as selected to go as 

one of  5 delegates to Caldw ell,  Idaho w here w e w ould at tend classes about  

elect rici t y,  the types of  pow er companies,  and w hat  certain j obs w ere 

avai lable in the pow er indust ry.  I have to say I had a ton of  fun.   

One the f i rst  day w e arrived at  Anacortes to meet  the other delegates 

that  w ere selected to go f rom the San Juan’ s.  Right  f rom the get -go w e hi t  i t  

of f  as a group.  Each delegate w as funny,  smart ,  caring,  and amiable – people 

w ho really ref lected the values of  our small island communi t ies.  As w e arrived 

at  the rally in Idaho,  w e w ere immediately taken to the bow ling alley w here we 

started to get  to know  one another.  It  w as a li t t le st range being throw n into a 

pot  of  new  faces,  but  af ter a w hi le,  w e started to relax and talk to others as i f  

w e had know  them all our li ves.   

Throughout  the w eek w e had dances,  w ent  to a w aterpark,  and roller-

skated,  but  the most  interest ing part  of  the w eek w as the t ime spent  learning 

about  the various ut i li t ies of  the Paci f ic Northw est .  One class taught  us how  

elect rici t y is t ransferred f rom Bonnevi lle Pow er Administ rat ion,  the company 

w here OPALCO purchases i t s pow er,  to our home appliances.  It  w as a really 

aw esome and informat ive class.  We learned about  the di f ferent  t ypes of  

dist ributors such as Co-ops,  MUNI’ s,  and IUO’ s,  and how  each operated and 

dist ributed thei r revenues.  On the last  day,  aw ards w ere handed out ,  I w as 

fortunate enough to receive a $300 scholarship,  and w e began to say goodbye 

to all the f riends that  w e made.  Tears w ere shed,  people w ere hugged,  hands 

w ere shook,  and many of  us stayed up unt i l 3 am,  talking to the other 

delegates,  sharing snapchats,  and discussing our future plans.  I,  no doubt ,  

made many f riends at  the rally that  I w i ll t ry to stay in contact  w i th for years 

to come.   

I have taken so much aw ay f rom this rally experience and w i ll cont inue 

to push for more and more j uniors to apply for this opportuni t y.  In as li t t le 

t ime as one w eek I believe I have become a more caring,  open indiv idual,  and 

have learned that  i t  only takes a li t t le courage at  one moment  in t ime to make 

f riends and bui ld relat ionships that  w i ll last  a li f et ime.  Thank you again for 

of fering this phenomenal t rip and li f e altering adventure.  

 

 Anthony Kaskurs 

 Orcas Island 


